
Launching of the Arab Companion of Constitutional 
Law and discussions in several universities 
The Arab Association of Constitutional Law has released the Arab 
Companion of Constitutional Law, a curriculum including modern theories and 
methodologies for teaching constitutional law in the Arab region.

The curriculum, as part of AACL’s knowledge production initiatives, was 
prepared over a period of two years by Asem Khalil, professor of Public 
Law at Birzeit University and Xavier Philippe, professor of Public Law at the 
University of Paris I, Pantheon Sorbonne in collaboration with Arab experts 
who offered their insights during the writing phase in the framework of 
workshops held in Tunis in 2019 and 2020. 

The Arab Companion of Constitutional Law is available for all students and 
professors in the Arab region and all universities and institutes are encouraged 
to benefit from it as part of  their teaching curriculum and send any feedback.

Furthermore, several board members of the Arab Association of Constitutional 
Law, including Salsabil Klibi, Abderrahim El Maslouhi and Zaid Al Ali, 
participated in several virtual discussions held at Saint Joseph University in 
Lebanon and Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdallah University in Morocco to discuss 
the contribution of the Companion to the teaching of constitutional law in the 
Arab region and to solicit feedback from leading Arab scholars on the book’s 
content.

 الكتّيب العريب
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Cover page of the Arab Companion of  
Constitutional Law, published in January 2021

The Sixth Edition of the Constitutional Law Academy in cooperation  
with leading Arab and international scholars and practitioners
The Arab Association of Constitutional Law organized the sixth 
edition of the Academy of Constitutional Law (the Academy) from 
26 July till 12 August 2021 via Zoom. Twelve scholars from eight 
Arab countries (Iraq, Lebanon, Mauritania, Morocco, Palestine, 
Syria, Tunisia, Yemen) were selected as finalists.

The 2021 program addressed “The nexus of peace processes 
and constitution-making in the MENA region”. The participants 
received theoretical and methodological training and guidance 
from 4 prominent Arab and international scholars: Tamara El 
Khoury (Professor of Constitutional Law at IE University in Spain 
and Sciences Po in Toulouse, Constitutional Expert with the Max 
Planck Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of Law), 
Jinan Limam (Associate Professor in Public Law at the Faculty of 
Legal, Political and Social Sciences in Tunis, Senior Consultant 
in constitutional law on Tunisia, Libya and the republic of Central 
Africa), Asem Khalil (Dean of the Faculty Of Graduate Studies at 
Birzeit University in Palestine, Professor of Constitutional Law) 
and Tom Ginsburg (Professor of International and Comparative 
Law at the Law School of the University of Chicago in the USA).

The Sixth Edition of the Academy also hosted a series of dialogue 
sessions with prominent constitutional experts including Nicholas 
Haysom (Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-
General for South Sudan; former Special Envoy for Sudan 
and South Africa); Kathrin Maria Scherr (Managing Director 
of MENA and Sub-Saharan Africa at Max Planck Foundation 
for International Peace and the Rule of Law); Sami Saeed 
(Head of the International IDEA Programme for Sudan); Samir 
Taîeb (Former Minister of Agriculture in Tunisia 2016-2020, 
Professor of Law at Sfax University); Ramdan El Touaijer 

Halim Shebaya, the Executive Director of AACL, during the opening  
session of the sixth edition of the Academy of Constitutional Law

(Rapporteur of Libya’s Constitution Drafting Assembly); 
and Mohammad Al Ghannam (Constitutional Expert and 
board member of the AACL).

The Academy is part of an annual effort to encourage 
a more dynamic, continuous and in-depth exchange of 
ideas between leading policy-makers and scholars in 
the Arab and MENA region. It seeks to identify trends 
in constitution-making across the region and to create a 
space for experts from across the region to engage with 
each other on a select number of substantive areas.
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https://aacl-mena.org/uploads/2021/01/Arab-Companion-for-Constitutional-Law-AR-V0.5.pdf
https://aacl-mena.org/uploads/2021/01/Arab-Companion-for-Constitutional-Law-AR-V0.5.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJccG5yIuUI&t=3s
https://aacl-mena.org/uploads/2021/01/Arab-Companion-for-Constitutional-Law-AR-V0.5.pdf


Launching of the first and 
second issues of JCL-MENA 
Further to publishing the first issue of the Journal 
of Constitutional Law in the Middle East and 
North Africa (JCL-MENA) in English in December 
2020, the Arab Association of Constitutional Law 
has released the second issue in December 
2021, in both Arabic and English.

The articles of the second issue examined the 
issues of the constitutional legitimacy of Libya, the 
nature of the civil state in Lebanon and the sectarian 
personal status laws, the influence of Islamic 
Sharia on Arab constitutions and legislation, the 
impact of religion on the constitutional policy in 
Morocco, and the legal framework of transitional 
justice in some Arab countries.

Dustour Talk

Homepage of Dustour Talk

The Arab Association of Constitutional Law launched Dustour Talk, a blog offering a platform for the community of practitioners 
and scholars working on the MENA region to write legal opinions, short pieces and commentaries on recent constitutional 
developments and court decisions in the region, in Arabic, English or French.

The blog‘s discussions varied topically and geographically. Salem Radwan commented on the authority of the state decrees 
in the Iraqi constitutional judiciary. Youmna Makhlouf examined the right to access justice versus immunity in the 
Beirut port explosion. Musheer Al-Othmani presented a new approach to the drafting of the new Yemeni constitution. 
Haykel Ben Mahfouz analyzed the presidential powers in Tunisia in light of the recent events and Jomana Qaddour provided 
a critique of the works of the Syrian Constitutional Committee.

Cover pages of the first and second issues of the JCL-MENA
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http://www.jcl-mena.org/issue.php?issue=1
http://www.jcl-mena.org/issue.php?issue=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=9&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=10&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=10&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=10&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=11&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=11&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=12&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=12&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=12&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=13&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/article.php?aid=13&iname=7
http://jcl-mena.org/dustour-talk.php
http://jcl-mena.org/talk-entry.php?bid=20
http://jcl-mena.org/talk-entry.php?bid=20
http://jcl-mena.org/talk-entry.php?bid=10
http://jcl-mena.org/talk-entry.php?bid=10
http://jcl-mena.org/talk-entry.php?bid=20
http://jcl-mena.org/talk-entry.php?bid=14
http://jcl-mena.org/talk-entry.php?bid=8


New AACL Website!
As part of the development of AACL’s communications platforms, the 
Association launched a new version of its website to facilitate access to 
its publications and activities.

Homepage of AACL’s new website

Supporting Sudan’s Democratic 
Transition 
In collaboration with the International 
Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance (International IDEA) and the 
European Union, the projects aims to support 
Sudan’s democratic transition through the 
establishment of dialogue mechanisms and 
inclusive constitution-building processes. The 
project also seeks to enhance the knowledge 
of the citizens about democratic governance, 
especially women and youth and to contribute 
to long-term sustainable democratic 
development in the Sudan.

AACL contributed to research and production 
of Option Papers in cooperation with Arab 
and International experts such as Kaouthar 
Debbeche (proportionality and the limitation of 
rights), Intissar Kherigi (internal boundaries), 
Jinan Limam (states of emergency), Abdullah 
Abdel Karem (oversight institutions), Amr 
Abdel Rahman (religion and state), Siraj 
Khan (decentralization and representation), 
Samer Gamroun (systems of government), 
and Tamara El Khoury (safeguarding the 
constitution). 

Executive Committee

Sufian Obeidat 
Jordan

Zaid Al-Ali 
Iraq

Ghassan  
Moukheiber 

Lebanon

Abderrahim  
El-Maslouhi 

Morocco

Salsabil Klibi 
Tunisia

Salma Wahidi 
Bahrain

Mohamed  
El-Ghannam 

Egypt
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https://aacl-mena.org/en/


TESTIMONIALS

Asem Khalil
Dean of Graduate Studies,  
Birzeit University, Palestine

I have enjoyed working for, and with, AACL. I knew about 
the AACL since many years now. I was invited to the kick off 
workshop of the organization but for reasons related to work I 
couldn’t go and sent someone else instead. But I kept an eye 
on their work, considered on various occasions participating 
in their workshops, and followed their work and publications 
online. I was personally happy to cooperate with the AACL 
in various occasions – to co-author a compendium on Arab 
Constitution Law, together with Xavier Philippe, to train young 
scholars on research methods as part of the Academy, and 
finally to publish two papers in the newly launched JCL-MENA 
Journal. In all occasions, I have witnessed the seriousness 
of the organization and the professionalism of the team, and 
the expertise of the network. The exchange with experts from 
the Arab world and the AACL team was always valuable. It 
enriched and expanded my knowledge on the matters I have 
been researching on and teaching since years. 

We need organizations that focus on constitutional law in the 
Arab world, while being open to best practices worldwide. 

AACL is a success story that one should support. I look 
forward for more activities and cooperation in the future.

Tom Ginsburg
Professor of International Law and 
Political Science, University of Chicago 
Law School, USA

The Arab Association of Constitutional Law is planting seeds. 
They will grow faster in some parts of the region than others, 
but they will grow, and help pave the way for an era of greater 
freedom and rights for all.

Samer Ghamroun
Founding member of the Legal Agenda; 
Lecturer at the Faculty of Law and Political 
Science at Saint Joseph University in 
Lebanon 

During the last few years, AACL has made an important 
and much needed contribution to the field of constitutional 
law and studies in Arab countries. First, it has allowed 
researchers to think more deeply about their national 
specificities. But most importantly, it has created a unique 
space where transnational and comparative reflection and 
dialogue on Arab constitutional issues can take place. 
That’s why AACL’s work is essential for current and future 
efforts to establish and consolidate a rule of law paradigm 
in the region.

Jinan Limam
Professor of Public Law at the Faculty  
of Legal, Political and Social Sciences  
in Tunis

I was honored and delighted to participate in the sixth 
edition of the Academy of Constitutional Law organized 
by the AACL. As a Lead Trainer, I had provided for three 
days, sessions on specific issues of constitution building 
and substantive constitutional choices in transitional and 
post-conflict contexts. The interactions with the twelve 
participants, coming from eight Arab countries, were intense 
and of high quality. This work allowed for an in-depth 
exchange on the key concepts of the constitution (process, 
actors, form, substance) and on constitutional current events 
in comparative contexts. 

The AACL thus contributes to providing a forum for deepening 
specialized academic knowledge and facilitating free and in-
depth debate among young Arab scholars in constitutional 
law so as to allow the rise of new generations of Arab 
constitutionalists and the anchoring of constitutionalism in 
the region.

Tamara El Khoury
Professor of Constitutional Law at IE 
University in Spain and Sciences Po 
Toulouse in France

I had the privilege of participating in the sixth edition of the 
AACL Summer Academy for young Arab constitutionalists, 
which dealt with the nexus between peace processes and 
constitution-making. It was heartwarming to be part of an 
Arab-Arab conversation on a number of topics that couldn’t 
be of greater relevance given current events in the region. It 
is high time for the Arab world to effectively engage with and 
commit to constitutionalism. And the AACL is offering Arab 
constitutional lawyers and practitioners just that. I can only 
hope to see it expand its reach.

AACL Team

Lara Saade 
Programs 
Manager

Basheer Aldhorai 
Communications 

and Outreach 
Manager

Halim Shebaya 
Executive  
Director

To get in touch and to stay informed about AACL’s 
activities and publications, you can find us on:
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contact@dustour.org
http://www.facebook.com/AACL.ORG/?modal=admin_todo_tour
http://dustour.org
https://twitter.com/AACL_MENA
http://www.linkedin.com/company/34900499/admin
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi2bdmJ_Hz1RCdSV9bu5IVg
http://independent.academia.edu/A%D9%90ACLOrganization

